THE   CONCERT  OF   EUROPE
correct—explains Russia's attitude during these days without really condemning it, and is the more important because it comes from a German general and is 'confirmed by the German Kaiser with "Right, that is it" At  the same time, it is a perfect explanation of the psychological state of Europe's Cabinets. Here, even before the outbreak of war, Chelius found the formula for the fear felt by all of all, for the frivolity of a few who let loose an avoidable war, and consequently for the necessity of a tribunal which Europe could invoke when next her statesmen lose their nerve.
Even on the 3Oth Europe could have been saved. All the Powers had recognised Austria's right to give Serbia a lesson, and to occupy portions of her territory temporarily as guarantee for the execution of such of her demands as did not infringe Serbia's sovereignty. Berchtold promised this to the Cabinets; but his real purpose was to destroy Serbia. In this way he presentee! his enemies with their chance of attacking Austria. At the same time he smiled on everyone, and betrayed Ms allies no less than his enemies, so that at last even tfeto-mann broke out into violent language to TscnirsciiKy
on the 29th:
"7 retard the attitude of the Austrian Government . .^. with increasing astonishment. At Petersburg it announces its territorial disinterestedness; us it leaves entirely at sea regard-in? its programme. Rome is put off with meaningless phrases on the compensation question. At London Mensdorff u giving away portions of Serbia to  Bulgaria  ^d Albama   and placing himself in   direct  opposition  to   Vienna s  solemn declarations at Petersburg. I must draw from these contra-4icth*s the conclusion that . . . the Government at Vienna is entertaining plans which it finds advisable to keep wrei from as in order to ensure itself of German support in any
» esuent
This Viennese system of treachery gave the eager
Russians welcome excuse to ensnare their weak sovereign.
The Tsar, the most peaceable man in the world amiQ
^eans of war$ but he sees it coming, and yetj even 132               .                      *       *
